
THE FLORIDA PANTHER 

The Florida Panther once roamed a large area of the southeastern United States – 

from Florida and up through Georgia, eastward to Texas and Arkansas and north 

to as far as South Carolina. Today the panther is restricted to mostly the western 

Everglades of Florida with an estimated population of 100 to 160. 

Each male panther requires a territory of about 200 square miles for himself and 

from three to five females. This habitat is being encroached on at an alarming 

rate. Development and ‘urban creep’ have been rampant in Florida for decades 

and for a long time the panther was viewed as just another pest. 

Habitat destruction has been joined by increasing vehicle traffic as the primary 

threats to panther survival. However, valiant attempts are being made to stem 

the tide. The splendid Defenders of Wildlife organization report on a 

heartwarming success story of a pair of panthers being released back into the wild 

– overtones of Christian! 

The pair of orphaned cubs (one mail, one female) were initially raised in a special 

rehabilitation facility where they were trained to hunt and fend for themselves. 

Earlier this year they were tagged and released in different parts of Florida. They 

are continually monitored and seem to have been successfully integrated back 

into their natural environment.  

So much so that within three weeks of her release the female became pregnant. 

She has now given birth to a healthy kitten who has been examined and tagged by 

biologists. Read the full story here: 

http://www.defendersblog.org/2013/07/survival-of-florida-panthers-the-hope-

continues/ 

Those who can be in South Florida  on Saturday, November 16th  may wish to 

check out The Florida Panther Festival: 

http://www.floridapantherfestival.com/index.html 
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It’s a wonderful experience with informative presentations and lectures. Plus a 

rare opportunity to take a guided field trip to panther habitat and conservation 

areas that are not normally open to the public.  

 


