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By coming to town last week, Ace 
Bourke can say he made it further west 
than his ancestor ever did.

Despite our town bearing his name, 
Governor Richard Bourke never actually 
set foot on our patch of the Darling. It was 
the explorer Thomas Mitchell, in naming 
his wooden stockade Fort Bourke in the 
Governor’s honour, who gave the district and 
the town its name. 

Despite that, Ace, who is the great, great, 
great grandson of Governor Bourke and a 
keen student of his family history, has always 
felt an affinity for the town that shares his 
name.

“Bourke being named Bourke, I always 
felt that I should come at some time in my 
lifetime,” said Ace. 

Now, most people would know of Ace Bourke 
through the remarkable story of Christian 
the lion, which took place on the other side of 
the world some 40 years ago.

 In 1969, Ace and friend John Rendall were 
travelling in London and bought a young 
lion cub at the Harrods department store. 
Christian, as they named him,  lived with 
them in Chelsea until he grew too big and 
it was arranged to return him to the wild in 
Kenya.

The story is the subject of two documentaries 
and a book.

Ace has since made a career for himself 
as a curator in the Aboriginal art scene, but 
he was shot to fame again when the story 
became a YouTube sensation just several 
years ago.

Today, the touching reunion of Christian, 
John and Ace has been seen by millions of 
people all around the world.

Even after forty years, Ace said he does not 
tire of telling the story of Christian. 

And  with lions and so many other animals 
facing extinction, he believes it can play a 
part in bringing these issues the attention 
they deserve.

“It sounds corny but you do wonder why 
things happen and I just think it is a bit of 
a cry for help with so many animals - on our 
watch, in our lifetime - facing extinction and 
I just find it unimaginable and unforgivable. 
There are all these people who are concerned 
but why is there no global initiative that says 
this is entirely unacceptable and lets go do 
something about it,” he said.

There are many good people and bodies 
working towards it, but we are still losing so 
many animals too quickly and I don’t know 
what the answer is.”

Ace took the time to share his beautiful 
story and conservation message with local 
children here in town, but it was actually a 
less favourable story that was the reason for 
his visit.

In February, Bourke made front-page news 
with a headline declaring our town the most 
dangerous place in the world. After reading 

the story, Ace decided it was time he visited 
Bourke as he would like to see the situation 
for himself and, if possible, see how he might 
be able to help.

“But it was the frightening statistics about 
Bourke that were headlines in the Sydney 
Morning Herald… I thought I’d like to just 
come and see for myself and see if there was 
any way I could help in some minor sort of 
way,” he said.

Travelling with Ace was friend and 
renowned Australian photographer Jon 
Lewis and together they are looking at how 
they might return and use their talents to 
help the Bourke community.

“So this is the first sort of field trip we’ve 

done, so it is just a recce. You know John is 
a photographer, could he give photography 
classes? I know quite a lot about Aboriginal 
art, is there some Aboriginal art teachers 
who could get funding to come? I don’t have 
to work very hard these days and I do what I 
want to do and there are things like this that 
I think are important or I am interested in,” 
said Ace.

“I’d love to come back to Bourke, just 
because it is a very attractive town and 
everyone’s been so friendly for a start. I 
haven’t got any magic wand - who does - but 
hard work and co-operation and like-minded 
people and only very good things can come 
from it.”

The “Lion Man” visits Bourke - 
a town that shares his name

Bourke will have a temporary 
reprieve from the introduction of water 
restrictions thanks to a fresh in the 
Barwon River.

A peak of just over 300 megalitres is 
approaching Brewarrina and a rise is 
expected at the Warraweena gauge in the 
next four days.

In last week’s Western Herald, Bourke Shire 
general manager Ross Earl warned residents 
to prepare for the imminent introduction of 
Level One Water Restrictions.

But with this new fresh, Water and 
Wastewater Manager, Peter Brown, said the 
river should continue to flow until Christmas.

Despite record rainfall in places along the 
coast, there have been no really significant 
falls in the catchment area.

“There was some good rain in the Macintyre, 
but not a great deal,” said Peter. “But there 
are thunderstorms around and that is a good 
thing.”

However, Byrock residents will not be so 
fortunate with their town water supply 
expected to run dry next week.

Council is preparing to begin carting water 
to the village and has approached the NSW 
Government for financial assistance.

Ace Bourke pictured at the Wharf Precinct in Bourke last week. Ace is well known 
worldwide after he and a friend bought a lion cub who lived with them until he 
grew too big and was returned to the wild

Weather forecast 
gives a little 

hope to graziers
It has been a tough year for local 

landholders with Bourke and 
surrounding districts slipping back 
into the grip of drought.

Just 117 millimetres of rain has been 
recorded at Bourke this year and less than 
10 millimetres has fallen since June.

But finally there is a little hope on the 
horizon.

The weather bureau is predicting a chance 
of showers throughout the coming weeks.

While the best odds during the next three 
days only give a 60 per cent chance of 5 to 
10 millimetres, it is still the most promising 
forecast Bourke has seen for some time.

And any sign, no matter how small, that 
the dry cycle might be coming to an end is 
welcome.

Fresh in the river 
means no water 

restrictions 
before Christmas

Landing gear 
error leads to 

air alert
Police were alerted to a situation at 

the Bourke Airport on Sunday, where 
a pilot reported a problem with the 
landing gear of his aircraft.

The Victorian pilot had left Longreach, 
Queensland, at 10.20am in his Piper 
Aerostar 601P. The plane was scheduled to 
land at Bourke Airport at 1.20pm, but during 
the landing preparation the pilot reported 
that a light did not come on confirming the 
front wheel was locked in place.

The landing gear was retracted and lowered 
a number of times, without any change to the 
instrument.

Finally the pilot contacted another aircraft 
flying nearby, who was able to give visual 
confirmation that the landing gear was 
deployed properly.

The plane landed safely at 1.40pm Sunday.

An unknown thief or thieves have 
made off with around 150 litres of diesel 
fuel from Clyde Agriculture’s Latoka 
Farm, east of Bourke.

The fuel was taken from a tractor parked 
on the property, with theft occurring 
between 4pm Friday and 8am Saturday. 
Investigations continue.

Police are investigating a break-in at a 
home on the Billabong Road, north of the 
river from Bourke.

Sometime between 8.30am and 6.45pm 
on Tuesday, unknown offenders entered the 
home and rummaged through drawers and 
cupboards.

The thieves made off with alcohol and 
DVDs. Investigations continue.

An iPad has been reported stolen from 
Percy Hobson Park in Morven Street.

The theft is believed to have occurred 
sometime between 8.30am and 10.15am on 
Monday.

Police are investigating the theft of packets 
of meat from the IGA Supermarket on 
Sunday.

Around 4.10pm a man was seen concealing 
packets of meat in his clothing before leaving 
the store.

Police arrived and reviewed the CCTV 
footage. Store staff told police the alleged 
offender had also previously been banned 
from the store.

A child’s mountain bike was stolen from an 
address in Hope Street on Sunday night.

Sometime between 11.10pm Sunday and 
9.30am Monday morning the bike was taken 
from the front yard of the dwelling.

Shortly before midnight on Sunday, police 
received a report of three men acting 
suspicious in Darling Street.

The men, one of whom was described as 
having their face covered with a t-shirt, 
were seen in Rotary Park and entering the 
grounds of the Darling River Medical Centre.

Police patrolled the area but saw no-one.
A 36-year-old man will face court after he 

was caught drink driving at North Bourke on 
Sunday.

Police pulled over the man, who was driving 
a small Mitsubishi truck, at around 7am.

The 36-year-old gave a positive result to a 
roadside breath test and returned a blood 
alcohol reading of .063 at Bourke Police 
Station.

He was charged with a low-range drink 
driving offence.

A 41-year-old man will also face court after 
he was found drink driving in Mertin Street 
on Sunday.

The man, who was driving a white Ford 
Falcon, was stopped by police at around 2am.

Police say he was unable to provide a 
drivers licence when directed.

After giving a positive result to a roadside 
breath test, the man was taken to Bourke 
Police Station where he recorded a reading of 
.062. He was charged with a low-range drink 
driving offence and issued a ticket for failing 
to provide a licence.

Police 
investigate 

diesel theft from 
farm tractor

Numerous parcels of mail have been 
stolen when a postman was attacked 
during an early morning delivery at the 
Wilcannia Post Office last week.

Around 5am Wednesday 13th November a 
52-year-old man was unloading mail from 
his truck at the post office, which is located 
on the corner of the Barrier Highway and 
Reid Street.

The 52-year-old saw movement in the 
cab of his truck and went to investigate. 
He confronted a man described as being of 
Aboriginal appearance, aged between 18 and 
26, medium build, about five feet six inches 
high and wearing a brown/grey hooded 
jumper.

The 52-year-old yelled at the young man 
and he left.

The 52-year-old continued to unload the 
truck, but the hooded young man returned 
brandishing a knife.

The 52-year-old picked up a metal bar to 
defend himself, and alleged the other man 
swiped at him with the knife.

The pair exchanged words and the offender 
tried to take a trolley loaded with mail 
parcels. He is alleged to have grabbed one 
and run off in the direction of the Wilcannia 
Bridge.

A short time later, it is believed the man 
returned and cut a chain locking the delivery 
area, making off with the loaded trolley.

Police established a crime scene at the 
area and detectives from Broken Hill are 
investigating. A number of the parcels have 
been recovered after they were found hidden 
in bushland.

Mailman robbed at Wilcannia Post Office

Samara Milgate, Ellie-May Milgate and Sarah Willoughby pictured at the
Year 12 Formal on Saturday. (Photo by klb photography)


